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Introduction: Medicines shortages are a phenomenon, which is not affect just the Czech 

Republic but it has become a complex global problem across all continents. There is no one 

factor that can be comprehensively confused about this issue, but several factors, that more or 

less influence each other. In my work, I will address several factors from the problems of 

manufacture active substances, registrations problems and distribution for Czech market to 

redistributions of medicines, which is discussed topic in these days. I will try to compare 

numbers of essentials medicines as defined in the World Health Organisation (WHO) and their 

real presence/deficit in the Czech market. 

Objectives: The aim of the theoretical part of this rigorous thesis was to analyze the issue of 

unavailability of medicinal products and to summarize the most significant problems related to 

this topic. The aim of the practical part was to analyze the availability of individual groups of 

medicinal products in the Czech Republic. 

Methods: The data used were obtained by analyzing the availability of medicines presented on 

the website of the State Institute for Drug Control for the period 16 June – 7 November 2019 

and was compared with the list of essential drugs presented on the WHO website published in 

April 2019 (The Selection and Use of Essential Medicines, Report of the WHO Expert 

Committee, 2019). 

Results: The results of the analysis show that the group ATC – P – antiparasitics, insecticides 

and repellents suffers from the biggest deficiency in the Czech Republic for basic medicines 

and the group D – dermatologics is the second most affected group. On the contrary, the least 

affected group is the N – nervous system. 
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