Abstract (in English):

The thesis deals with the topic of social criticism across the genre of detective stories from the
1960s in Sweden. The theoretical part describes how social criticism is constituted in this genre
and how it contributes to its specificity. Based on a selected cross-section of five works, it
presents not only the various topics which these authors work with, but also the changes in this
critique over time. The analyzed works are: The Man on the Balcony (1968) by Sjowall and
Wahloo, who establish this genre with clear social criticism, the first part of the trilogy
Millennium The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2008) by Stieg Larsson, who, according to many
experts, successfully completes this era, The Stone Cutter (2008) by Camilla Lackberg, The
Sandman (2012) by Lars Kepler and Those Who Failed (2015) by the duo Hjorth and

Rosenfeldt, that is the works by three contemporary authors of this genre.



