
Abstract 

 

This master's thesis summarizes the results of analytical surface collections and 

large-scale geophysical survey of early medieval settlement Havraň, cadastral 

municipality Vestec nad Mrlinou, district Nymburk. The Mrlina river basin was chosen 

as a model region, as it is an area of continuous archaeological interest with a complete 

record of High Middle Ages settlement. Havraň seems to be a site with the greatest 

study potential, the site is also a historically significant place.  

According to written sources, the settlement Havraň was an administrative 

centre of a lower order in the Early Middle Ages. There was a motte and bailey with a 

farmyard and several homesteads in the High Middle Ages. The site was newly 

researched using analytical surface collections and large-scale geophysical surveys. 

The aim of non-destructive archaeological research was primarily to understand the 

form and disposition of early medieval settlement and its changes in the High Middle 

Ages.  

A substantial part of the work is the analysis of the ceramic assemblage from 

the surface collections, evaluation the data in GIS, and correlation with the results of 

the geophysical survey. During the interpretation of the results, the graduate focused 

mainly on the basic idea of (1) the chronology of settlement, (2) the spatial extent of 

settlement and its changes in time, (3) identification and characteristics of small 

aristocratic settlement - motte and bailey. The obtained results are discussed with the 

development and historical context of settlement. 

Non-destructive research has confirmed the chronological classification of the 

site into the Early to Late Middle Ages (into 10th to 15th century). Based on the 

changes in distribution of ceramics, it is possible to determine relatively significant 

shifts in settlement during time periods. Time periods were classified according to the 

technological ceramic classes. Geophysical prospection determined the highest 

concentration of settlement objects on the terrain wave situated across the researched 

area of Havraň. While the largest accumulations of ceramics were found during surface 

collections in the vicinity of this terrain wave. 

 


