Abstract

This master thesis deals with the modern messianic Ahmadiyya movement founded in the 19th
century in Punjab, India, which later spread to Europe as a missionary movement. Followers
of the Ahmadiyya consider themselves Muslims, but are considered heretics by the Muslim
majority, and persecuted in many parts of the world because of their faith. The work presents
the origin and history of the movement against the background of the life of its founder, Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad, as well as the general context of messianism and the theory of the restoration
of faith in India. It also maps the situation after the death of Ghulam Ahmad and the doctrinal
schism in the movement. The aim of the thesis is to answer the question of the identity and
exclusivity of the Ahmadiyya movement in the context of Islam, as well as to point out the
connection between its political activity before the partition of India and the subsequent
persecution in Pakistan after 1947.

The work is based not only on the works of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and rich Ahmadiyya
production, but also on academic studies of Western researchers and religious and social

periodicals.
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