
Summary 
 

This diploma thesis is focused on legal instruments of soil protection. Soil is one of the 

basic components of the environment and it is an integral part of it. Soil is a necessary 

prerequisite for humans and other terrestrial organisms’ existence. In recent decades, however, 

soil is undergoing considerable degradation, mainly due to anthropogenic activity. Therefore, 

it is essential to ensure its protection. Law is currently probably the most effective tool to 

achieve this goal. This thesis contends the most important legal instruments for the protection 

of this component of the environment. This thesis does not mention all conceivable legal 

instruments for soil protection as this component of the environment represents the basis for 

any human activity and thus it interferes widely to many areas of branch of law.  

This thesis is divided into eight chapters. The first three chapters are focused on the 

general characteristics of basic and key concepts. The first chapter deals with basic concepts 

such as the environment and soil, then with a description of degradation factors that threaten 

and damage the soil. The second chapter deals with the general definition of legal instruments 

used to environment protection in Czech law. It includes, in particular, conceptual, 

administrative and economic tools. It exists also other groups of tools which are described or 

at least outlined here. The third chapter describes the historical development of legal 

instruments of soil protection in the Czech Republic and their current legal sources. 

The next three chapters are a key part of this thesis. They concern in detail with the 

most important legal instruments used to protect the soil. The fourth chapter deals with the 

legal instruments of protection of the agricultural land fund, which occupies more than half of 

the territory of the Czech Republic. The fifth chapter deals with legal instruments for the 

protection of land intended for forest functions. Forest land occupy about 34 % of the total area 

of the Czech Republic. Sixth chapter is focused on soil protection in land management as this 

activity can have very negative impact on the ecological functions of the soil. 

The seventh chapter is devoted to other legal instruments that are primarily intended for 

the protection of other components of the environment and that together with these components 

also secondarily protect the soil. Finally, the eighth chapter deals with the issue of the 

application of responsibilities in the area of soil protection. It is divided into four parts - 

criminal liability, liability in administrative law, civil liability and liability for environmental 

damage. 

 


