
 

6 

 

Appendix 1 – Codes and Categories 

Category Definition Example 

Institutional and 

regime-specific 

determinants: 

Contact between the 

countries in foreign 

policy, especially 

regarding 

cooperation 

mechanisms, contact 

between official 

representatives and 

written agreements 

 

1. Intergovernmental 

cooperation  

Any platform, group 

or apparatus in place 

to ensure a more 

efficient relationship 

between the two 

countries 

“key issues of development of 

our bilateral relations in the 

context of the preparation for the 

5th session of the Russian-

Turkish High-Level Cooperation 

Council (Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Russia, 2014e, p. 1); The 

participants noted the BSEC’s 

leading role in promoting 

mutually beneficial multilateral 

cooperation in the Black Sea 

region (Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Russia, 2015d, p. 1) 

2. Joint laws  Mention of any 

voluntary or binding 

laws, resolutions and 

statements that bind 

the two countries, 

created by both 

As to the Black Sea, there is the 

Montreux Convention, which 

sets absolutely clear criteria, 

restricting, by tonnage and 

duration, the length of stay of 

naval military ships of foreign 
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states or an 

international body 

they are a part of for 

a common purpose 

or interest 

non-Black Sea states.(Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Russia, 2015b, 

p. 3); An agreement on visa-free 

travel was signed with Turkey in 

2010; the document includes 

lists of ID documents and 

documents enabling visitors to 

cross the state border. (Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs Russia, 2015a) 

3. High-level contact  Meetings, summits or 

engagements among 

the official members 

of government and 

showing cooperation 

between them 

H.E. Feridun H. Sinirlioğlu, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Turkey will pay a 

working visit to the Russian 

Federation on 16-17 September 

2015.(Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Turkey, 2015, p. 1); President 

of Russia Vladimir Putin 

and President of Turkey Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan met with 

members of the Russian 

and Turkish business 

communities. (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Russia, 2016b, 

p. 1) 

Fighting capabilities:   

1. Military support 

and joint 

development  

Mention of joint 

military and defence 

structures or projects 

and any pledges of 

military support 

The Russia-Turkey interaction at 

the post-crisis stage can be 

promoted by joint high-tech 

space and military-technical 

projects.(Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Russia, 2016c, p. 2);  
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Turkey intends to develop its 

own defence industry and its 

defence potential and if Russia 

is interested in such cooperation 

we are ready to discuss this. 

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Turkey, 2016b, p. 2) 

2. Regional 

opportunities for 

cooperation (areas of 

conflict) 

Mention of common 

areas or joint 

conflicts involving 

both countries as 

either part of the 

same organisation, a 

mediator or a party to 

conflict where 

cooperation is 

required 

Russia stressed its commitment 

to completing the tasks agreed 

on, with support from the Astana 

process guarantors (Russia, 

Turkey and Iran), during the 

Syrian National Dialogue 

Congress in Sochi last year, 

where conditions were created 

for a political settlement.(Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs Russia, 2019c, 

p. 2); At the meeting, the steps 

taken by Turkey, the Russian 

Federation and Iran for the 

implementation of the de-

escalation memorandum, in 

particular the Idlib de-escalation 

area, were reviewed; (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Turkey, 2017, 

p. 1) 

Shared values/norms 

and interactive 

behaviour 

  

1. Strengthening 

partnership 

Mention of 

encouragement to 

increase partnership, 

discuss prospects for expanding 

the partnership under new 

conditions.(Ministry of Foreign 
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of putting emphasis 

on the value of the 

partnership or of 

focus on trust, 

cooperation, 

strengthening ties 

 

Affairs Russia, 2015f, p. 1); 

From the beginning, we have 

always supported a meaningful 

dialogue with the Russian 

Federation, both bilaterally  

and through NATO. We need to 

restore confidence-building 

measures to enhance mutual 

trust. (Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Turkey, 2016c, p. 1) 

2. Common 

principles  

Mention of sharing a 

similar world view, of 

similar strategies and 

modes of behaviour 

or of finding common 

ground and 

motivating each other 

to compromise 

We believe that Russia and 

Turkey are sovereign states that 

conduct their policies in line with 

national interests. (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Russia, 2015g, 

p. 13); This is essentially why 

many countries and political 

leaders dislike Russian 

President Vladimir Putin. Mr. 

Putin tells the truth flat out, the 

truth about their mistakes and 

miscalculations. And they think 

that Russia and Turkey are 

second rate countries and 

complain that these second-rate 

countries have the courage to 

criticize them. (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Turkey, 2016a, 

p. 4) 

3. Joint threats  Mention of joint 

threats to the 

ideological concepts 

the successes achieved 

in the fight against terrorism 

and the marked reduction 
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or to the state and its 

structures from 

internal or external 

sources 

in the level of violence in Syria 

(Presidential Executive Office of 

Russia, 2017, p. 1); We have 

conveyed our views and stated 

that the incidents happening on 

the Syrian border are not solely 

Turkey’s problem, they are in 

fact a problem of the whole 

region and the entire world in the 

struggle against terror. 

(Presidency of the Republic of 

Turkey, 2015a, p. 2) 

4. Cultural 

cooperation  

Mention of 

expressing common 

values within the 

populations of the 

two countries or of 

furthering an 

exchange between 

the people 

We have established a good 

dialogue with all strata of 

Russian society and are ready to 

take this dialogue even 

further.(Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Turkey, 2016a, p. 2); 

Russia and Turkey share this 

rich experience of co-existence. 

The Moscow Central Mosque, 

we are inaugurating today, is 

one of the latest and most 

concrete examples of this. I 

would like to express that we 

treat the tens of thousands of 

Russian citizens living in Turkey, 

particularly in Antalya equally in 

terms of the freedom of 

faith.(Presidency of the Republic 

of Turkey, 2015b, p. 2) 
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5. Scapegoating 

international 

institutions or 

singular states  

Mention of common 

motivation against 

other states and 

institutions which do 

not align with own 

standards or of 

instances where 

those institutions 

have failed or were 

responsible for 

failures 

This is the nature of true 

partnership and the value of 

Russian-Turkish interaction, 

rather than "showing servile 

obedience" somewhere in well-

known Euroatlantic bodies and 

saying: "Yes sir! At your 

orders!"(Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Russia, 2014d, p. 8); Still, 

there are many NATO countries 

that cooperate with Russia in 

this area. Secondly, if someone 

does not want to work with us 

then they should at least not 

prevent us from cooperating with 

other countries. (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Turkey, 2016a, 

p. 2) 

6. Territorial integrity 

of own and other 

states  

Mention of the idea of 

respecting another 

country’s sovereignty 

as vital for 

cooperation, 

especially in 

connection to conflict 

resolution 

We have a shared 

understanding of the tasks the 

international community is 

facing, primarily antiterrorist 

tasks and the tasks of preserving 

Syria’s territorial integrity and 

preventing its disintegration. So, 

I can assure you that our contact 

with Turkey and our actions 

aimed at coordinating our steps 

on Syria are intensive and 

regular.(Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Russia, 2016d, 3f.); We 

focused on our common ground 
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to start this partnership: we all 

respect Syria’s unity and 

territorial integrity. We all support 

a political solution to end the 

conflict. (Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Turkey, 2018b, p. 3) 

Overall relationship   

1. Positive Mention of the other 

in a positive 

perspective, of 

praising them or of 

productive and 

effective 

development  

Overall classification of the 

document to show the general 

attitude and character of the 

coded segments 

2. Negative Mention of criticism 

towards the other, 

exposing issues or 

problems within 

relations or otherwise 

negatively presenting 

the other 

Overall classification of the 

document to show the general 

attitude and character of the 

coded segments 

3. Indifferent/Neutral Descriptive mention 

of the other without a 

positive or negative 

connotation 

Overall classification of the 

document to show the general 

attitude and character of the 

coded segments 

Other types of 

cooperation 

  

1. Economy/Trade Mentioning of the 

importance or of 

obstacles concerning 

the economy or trade 

relations 

Our trade and economic ties are 

growing. We are priority partners 

for each other in terms of trade, 

although our trade volume did 

drop slightly last year. 
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(Presidency of the Republic of 

Turkey, 2014, p. 2) 

2. Tourism Mentioning of the 

importance or of 

obstacles concerning 

tourism and visa 

procedures 

On the same day, Minister 

Çavuşoğlu visited the Turkish 

stands at Moscow International 

Travel and Tourism Exhibition. 

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Turkey, 2018a, p. 1) 

3. Joint projects Mentioning of the 

importance or of 

obstacles concerning 

joint projects or 

initiatives with the 

other 

We are successfully 

implementing such major 

projects as the construction 

of the Akkuyu nuclear power 

plant and the TurkStream gas 

pipeline. We also have many 

other interesting projects 

and joint ventures.(Presidential 

Executive Office of Russia, 

2019c, p. 5) 

 

Appendix 2 – MAXQDA documents 

Please follow the link to the google drive for an overview of the documents and the 

coded segments. 

Link:https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_SDkDdY26BnODKTATHcPle3vWdq5

Rs9r?usp=sharing  
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