
Abstract: 

 

This thesis deals with the developmental assistance and humanitarian aid from the states of the 

Gulf Cooperation Council in Kosovo. The goal is to understand what role plays a religion plays 

in developmental assistance and humanitarian aid in Kosovo. This thesis investigates the forms 

in which the process of Islamization of development assistance occurs, and how civil society 

and states cope with it. Methodologically, the author employs the principles of a case study: 

qualitative research was conducted in Kosovo using the methods of participant observation and 

semi-structured interviews. The thesis covers the development projects of GCC organisations 

and agencies and will show that religion has a key influence on these efforts. Regarding the 

practices used in Kosovo, the author shows that the states of GCC use development assistance 

and humanitarian aid as a mean of spreading religious teachings and beliefs of the Gulf region. 

Kosovo society has not been immune to these activities and Salafism (and in minority Jihadism) 

has gained followers in the Muslim community. However, the thesis shows that since 2014 with 

the help of the state structures, radical Islam has been on the decline while the GCC 

organisations spreading it, are no longer operational in Kosovo. 
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