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Abstract 
 

The UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial 

Arbitration has an undeniably crucial unifying effect on arbitration laws 

worldwide, which is evidenced by an ever-increasing number of states 

that have adopted it or have been at least vastly inspired by it. Many 

European countries have set themselves a goal to be a friendly country 

towards international commercial arbitration. Sweden and Denmark 

belong among those countries. One of the options how countries may 

increase their friendliness towards international commercial arbitration is 

to adopt the UNCITRAL Model Law. Denmark has chosen this option. 

Even though Sweden has not adopted the UNCITRAL Model Law, it tries 

to harmonise its national laws with it as much as possible and further 

increase its popularity by for instance good availability of high-quality 

services related to international commercial arbitration. 

However, certain differences between the wording of the 

UNCITRAL Model Law and the national Danish and Swedish laws 

applicable to international commercial arbitration remain and these 

differences are analysed in this thesis. The subject of the analysis are the 

areas where the wording of Danish and Swedish national laws differs 

from the UNCITRAL Model Law and, most importantly, the reasons why 

it differs. The main aim of this thesis is to show in which areas Denmark 

and Sweden choose to deviate from the wording of the UNCITRAL 

Model Law and at the same time still manage to reach their goal of having 

friendly national laws towards international commercial arbitration. The 

adoption of the UNCITRAL Model Law is one of the options how 

countries may increase their popularity and attractiveness in the field of 

international commercial arbitration, however, it is not the only available 

option. 

A partial aim of this thesis is to demonstrate the progressive 

development of international commercial arbitration as an increasingly 



 

 

more popular way of alternative dispute resolution. Boosting the 

attractiveness of a certain country as a seat of international commercial 

arbitration brings numerous advantages that motivate more and more 

countries to try to have as liberal and as friendly laws towards 

international commercial arbitration as possible. Each country has a 

sovereign right to define its own aims and strategies to reach them, 

however, this thesis shows that for any country being a popular seat of 

international commercial arbitration is beneficial in many aspects. 
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