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1. KNOWLEDGE AND CONNECTION TO THE FIELD 
(relevance of the research question, research objective, literature review): 

The main research question is relevant and clearly defined. Hypotheses are correctly derived and linked with the 
main aim of the thesis. Literature review section is well and thoroughly written. It presents an exhaustive 
description of academic works oriented on ideological shifts as well as issue and party competition, especially 
in regards to niche and mainstream parties. The review could benefit from broader inclusions of agenda setting 
theory, which also contributed to the topic analysed by the author. 
 
2. ANALYSIS 
(methodology, argument, theoretical backing, appropriate work with sources): 

The methodology is properly attuned to the research objective. The sample is exhaustive and well described. 
The author defines the timeframe of the study, however, does not provide justification for it. Research design 
is properly explained. However, in my view the Author could additionally explain how “green issue” dimension 
is understood in the data set (Manifesto Project) she was using – just to give a better sense of the forthcoming 
analysis. The Author properly uses academic sources. The presentation of data is clear. 
 
3. CONCLUSIONS 
(persuasiveness, link between data and conclusions, achievement of research objectives): 

Conclusions properly build on acquired data and include a coherent discussion. The argumentation is 
persuasive and linked to the main research objectives of the study. In my view, the Author of the thesis 
achieved her research objective. 

 
4. FORMAL ASPECTS AND LANGUAGE 
(appropriate language, adherence to academic standards, citation style, layout): 

Overall the language is quite clear but sometimes confusing. For instance the author writes “we” indicating 
that there is a general agreement in the literature e.g. “Based on the literature, we suggest that there is an 
effect of performance of Green parties on the way mainstream left-wing parties emphasise green issues“. 
Sometimes it is not clear who is „we“. Regardless, these linguistic issues are very incidental. The layout of the 
thesis is correct, the citation style is coherent. 
 
5. SUMMARY ASSESSMENT 
(strong and weak point of the dissertation, other issues) 

The thesis is very topical. It builds on a well-designed research with good theoretical backing. It offers clear 
discussion based on statistical analysis. All my critical comments have been included in the previous section 
but I think they do not warrant lowering of the final grade. Overall, I in my view it is a good research-oriented 
thesis.  
 

Grade (A-F): A 

Date: Signature: 

12 June 2019  

 


