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The investigation in the State Security custody in the period 1948 - 1953 

Abstract 

The purpose of this thesis is to analyze the process of the investigation and the custody 

in the State Security (the Secret Policy of the Czechoslovakia) remand prisons in the 

period 1948-1953. It is introduced the overview of the legal order in this area, focused 

on the field of competence of the State Security and the Public Prosecutor’s Office. It is 

outlined the evolution of these institutions in the period 1948 1953. This thesis deals 

with the issue of the prisons in which the State security custody was executed. The main 

aim of the thesis is to provide the readers with the view on the course of State security 

custody from the perspektive of the pretrial proceedings concurrently with the view 

from the State Security prisons enviroment. 

The thesis comprises of  nine Chapters. 

Chapter One deals with the phenomenon of the political trials (also known as the show 

trials) in general and analyzes the activity and the competence of the Public 

Prosecutor’s Offices and The Courts in the period 1948-1953. 

Chapter two analyzes the position and the evolution of the State Security as an 

institution, whose activity had an essential importance for the results of the show trials. 

This chapter describes the way of the State security to power, explaines its role the 

structure of this institution and mentions the most (in)famous commanders. 

Chapter three analyzes period legislative in the area of the criminal law, focused on the 

course of the pretrial proceedings and the regulations relating to the life conditions in 

the remand prisons. 

Chapter four talks about the real mode and methods of investigation in the competence 

of the State security. 

Chapter five deals with the organization and the system of the State Security prisons in 

which the custody was executed. The regime in this custody prisons is described as 

well. 

Chapter six is focused on the real form of the custody execution in the Pankrác prison 

and the first commander of this custody prison, Václav Pešek. In this chapter, there is 
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described his activity in the Pankrác prison including the the criminal proceeding 

conducted against him after the Velvet revolution. 

Chapter seven is devoted to the victimes of the illegal manners in the custody, namely 

Věra Hložková, Vlasta Charvátová a Karel Lukas. It is described the real form of the 

custody execution, which they had to suffer and the subsequent rehabilitation processes 

as well. 

Chapters eight and nine talk about retrospective view of events which took place in the 

turn of the 40s and 50s, whether the victims of the crimes of communism have been 

rehabilitated, whether the perpetrators of these crimes have been adequatly punished. 
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