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Celkové zhodnoceni prace (véetné kritickych vyhrad):

The author writes that she chose to explore early works by Virginia Woolf (The Voyage Out (1915)
and Night and Day (1919)) which, considered non-innovative, have not attracted as much critical
attention as her later, mature works, though they also touch on issues elaborated in these, e.g. Mrs
Dalloway (p.8). She chooses to focus on marriage as a way of illuminating the existential and other

challenges facing the female protagonists in the the early 20th century. The theoretical part touches on
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various aspects which informed Woolf’s thinking about marriage — her feminism, her membership of
the avant-garde Bloomsbury group, and her lived experience. This last is indicated by sections on her
family and early traumatic experience of abuse and her marriage to Leonard Woolf. Much of this

material feels otiose and speculative, even intrusive.

In the practical part there are many extremely insightful observations about the texts, though the
structuring would have benefitted from being built of clearer and more compact, theme-based
scaffolding rather than divisions according to character groupings. This is a disadvantage in the work
and leads, for example, to sections covering a number of thematic concerns, e.g. 3.1.6 ‘Clarissa and
Richard‘ and 3.1.7 ‘Physical and intellectual oppression‘ spill into one another and cover many
themes, including patriarchal oppression manifested in women’s ignorance of sex, male physical
oppression, women being deprived of education, and the Dalloways® marriage representing
conservative and imperial values. This mix of running commentary and thematic analysis leads to
sections titled ‘Changes in Terence’s attitude toward Rachel’ (3.1.10) and at times obscures the central
focus on marriage. The analysis of Night and Day similarly has a similar mosaic structure, i.e. divided
into thematic sections as well as character clusters. There is a thematic richness constantly in play, e.g.
introducing comparisons of Rachel’s journey in The Voyage Out with Conrad’s Heart of Darkness and
seeing an affinity between the suffering of women in patriarchal society and the suffering of
indigenous people under colonialism. In effect, the author offers a commentary on the novels as a
whole, with the theme of marriage as only one of a number of threads in her web. The author

distinguishes well between the two novels — one existential, the other a comedy of manners.

In each section of this work the author has insightful observations, which are frequently extremely
well expressed and always very fluent and expressive. Her analysis of both novels shows a deep and
sensitive understanding of Woolf’s work and also a broader knowledge of literature (e.g. her felicitous
references to Jane Austen when analysing Night and Day). On the whole, this is a very impressive
piece of work, which shows evidence of wide reading and profound thinking on the chosen topic. And,

as stated above, beautifully expressed.

Témata a naméty k diskusi pri obhajobé

1. As the author shows, the Dalloways make an appearance in one of these early novels. How does
she think Woolf’s treatment of the couple varies between the novels, if at all?

2. Woolf famously wrote about the ‘Angel in the House® as a symbol of the oppressive ideal of
womenhood — which of the female protagonists in the examined novel does the author think are most
haunted by this ‘angel*?
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