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Abstract 

ELT training has a long tradition in the Czech Republic, however one issue is still 

underestimated in Pre/In-service ELT training, and that is ELT training for different age groups. 

The ELT programmes are oriented at elementary (i.e. primary school kids and lower secondary) 

and secondary (i.e. upper secondary) school pupils. The typical Czech graduates are well-

educated and prepared to teach English to the age-group 6-19. However, the number of English 

Language teachers teaching pre-primary kids or adults and older adults is increasing every day, 

and general adult education training and general pre-primary education training is not 

interconnected with ELT training courses in any way.  

In the theoretical part, the text shows on the current demographical situation of the Czech 

Republic that the percentage of the population ELT training programmes are oriented at is very 

small. Secondly, the text shows that also in expert literature some age groups are not researched 

enough and the research of age-related variables in ELT (training) is not comprehensively done 

for all age groups. The text discusses the main relevant expert sources for the topic of age-

differences and age-related variables in EFL teaching/earning and suggestions for the EFL 

teaching and teacher training that can be drawn from these plus emphasizes the issues not 

covered. The text also maps to what extent ELT training programmes incorporate age-

differences and if teacher trainers do or do not prepare future English teachers for all humankind 

regardless of their age.  

In the practical part, the text suggests solutions to incorporate age-related variables into current 

EFL teacher training programmes and presents data from the research among ELT trainers as 

far as their preparedness for teaching different age group is concerned. 
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