Abstract

The diploma thesis focuses on the topic of environmental migration because of the
Chernobyl nuclear accident in 1986. The main questions of the thesis are whether the Chernobyl
accident is associated at any social level with environmental migration to the Czech Republic?
To what time is the event socially framed? In what areas and how does the accident currently
affect the lives of the environmental migrants? The diploma thesis has two research parts. The
first part is a media analysis, which shows that the Chernobyl accident is mostly socially
perceived as a matter of the past and is not associated with environmental migration to the
Czech Republic. The second research part is based on anthropological research of semi-
structured interviews with respondents. The result of this research is the division of radiation
toxicity into five dimensions (political, biological, potential, reproductive, migration), in which
the consequences of the Chernobyl accident continue to manifest themselves in the lives of
environmental migrants. The dimensions of toxicity take place in different time frames, so the
work also focuses on the temporality of modern accidents. The social perception of the
Chernobyl accident as a finished event does not mean that it is no longer present in human lives.
The aim of the diploma thesis is also to publish the stories of environmental migrants, which

are not commonly presented in the media.
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