
Annotation 

The Mayors and Independents Movement (STAN) is in many aspects of the Czech party system 

a specific political entity to which has been paid insufficient attention in the academic sphere 

so far. Therefore, this diploma thesis comprehensively presents the origin and development of 

the Mayors and Independents movement in a descriptive form of a case study. Partial research 

questions aim to assess the degree of institutionalization of the STAN movement from the point 

of view of the theories of the authors Angel Panebianc or Vicky Randall and Lars Svåsand as 

well as the placement among the classical typologies of political parties from the point of view 

of internal party organization. The first part is analytical research focused on internal party 

processes, organizational settings, mutual relations between stakeholders, membership status 

and analysis of the structure of the STAN movement. The second part is devoted to the 

ideological and programmatic definition of the STAN movement, within which, in addition to 

program documents and attitudes of leading actors, the self-profile of the membership base 

from the data of the questionnaire survey is examined. Last but not least, the work also deals 

with relations with other political entities in terms of coalition potential for the formation of 

pre-election and post-election coalitions. Within the party system, the STAN movement can 

already be considered as an independent political force, which is strengthened by a solid 

background at lower levels of politics and ideological-programmatic stride, which results in 

increased coalition potential. However, the degree of institutionalization is not high and its 

survival at the national level is influenced in many respects by external factors, which weakens 

its autonomy. Due to its organizational structure, it belongs to the category of so-called "elite" 

parties with a significant influence of notables, who mainly represent mayors as political 

functions than specific persons. However, structural changes of a current nature cannot be ruled 

out in the future, as the movement has undergone significant change in recent years. 

 


