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Please provide your assessment of each of the following four categories, summary and 
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Contribution 

This is not the first meta-analysis of the price elasticity of alcohol demand, but the first one 
that employs modern methods to address model uncertainty (using Bayesian model 
averaging) and publication bias (using the new stem-based non-linear technique due to 
Furukawa, published only last year as a working paper at the MIT). Anita also collects new 
studies to complement the meta-analysis dataset provided to her by other researchers (the 
authors of previous meta-analyses). The price elasticity of alcohol demand, of course, is a 
parameter of high importance in tax policy and health economics; therefore, a carefully 
executed meta-analysis adds significantly to our knowledge and will be frequently quoted in 
the literature. On a more personal note, I am happy with the progress Anita has made since 
we started to discuss the topic. (Anita originally was working on an entirely different topic with 
a different supervisor but encountered many problems with data availability, so we agreed to 
work together.) I believe that a revised version of the thesis can plausibly be published in an 
international journal such as Economic Modelling. On balance, I conclude that the 
contribution of the thesis is solid and award 20 points.  

Methods 

As I have noted, I especially appreciate the application of the stem-based technique and 
Bayesian model averaging. These are appropriate techniques to address two main issues in 
meta-analysis: publication bias and heterogeneity of estimates. Other advanced techniques 
could have been used (such as Andrews and Kasy, Bom and Rachinger, or frequentist 
model averaging), but are not strictly necessary. Thus I award 25 points. 

Literature 

All the relevant papers are properly cited. I award 18 points. 

Manuscript form 

The thesis is typeset in LaTeX, written in solid English, and formatted well. I award 18 points. 

Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 

I recommend the thesis for defense. My recommendation is B, but any outcome between A 
and C is consistent with my assessment depending on Anita's performance at the defense. 
The results of the Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other 
available sources. Anita could comment on the apparent outlier in Figure 4.2, the study by
Spach (2017). What is going on with this paper? Isn’t it possible that the authors report 
the elasticities in absolute value? 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  

 
 
Overall grading: 

 
TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 

 


