
Abstract 

The diploma thesis Brexit and its implications for European integration uses the 

method of explanatory case study in an effort to analyze the causes and impacts of the Great 

Britain’s withdrawal from the European Union. The thesis therefore examines the historical 

context of the complicated relations between Great Britain and the European Communities 

from their formation in the 1950s to the present, which ultimately led to the historic step of 

United Kingdom's withdrawal from the EU on 31 January 2020. The thesis then maps the 

negotiations regarding the Withdrawal Agreement and the future arrangement of mutual 

relations, which took place between 2016 – 2020. The effects of the UK's withdrawal from 

the EU on the composition and functioning of the European institutions and the impact of the 

changes on the remaining member states are also analyzed. In addition, the work presents 

possible arrangements of economic relations between the two parties, which are currently the 

subject of negotiations between the UK and the EU during the transitional period from 1 

February 2020 to 31 December 2020. Lastly, the thesis works with the White Paper presented 

by the European Commission in 2017 in order to analyze five possible scenarios for the future 

development of European integration. For this, the thesis utilizes the current theories of 

European integration - liberal intergovernmentalism, social constructivism and post-

functionalism. 

 


