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OVERALL ASSESSMENT

Contribution

This thesis investigates the impact of FTA between the EU and south Korea on the Czech Republic
using gravity model. The thesis presents an original contribution on the topic based on sound
methodology which is a very good achievement for a bachelor thesis. The results discussion, however,
is rather limited and expanding on this discussion of results in light of existing literature would improve
the thesis further.

Methods

Chapter 3 and 4 explains the data used and estimation methodology. The student used fixed effects and
Pseudo Poisson Maximum Likelihood methods to estimate the model. The methodology adopted is
well described and justified which is evidence of very good understanding of the methodological
approach adopted. Chapter 6 presents the results with multiple model specifications.

Literature

The thesis consists of 36 pages followed by bibliography and appendices. Chapter 1 and 2 provides
background study and the literature review respectively. The literature review describes in detail the
history of journey towards freer trade in the world and explains the approach of gravity model in
explaining bilateral trade. The literature review demonstrates an excellent knowledge of the student on
the topic. However, it would be desirable to focus a little on the Czech Republic’s trade in literature.

Manuscript form
The dissertation is excellently written and formatted. The writing is cohesive and is easy to follow.
The tables/figures and graphs are consistely presented.

Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense

This isavery good quality work for a student writing bachelor thesis and the student used a very standard
approach and econometric methods to answer the questions raised. In my view, the thesis fulfills the
requirements for a bachelor thesis at IES, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University, | recommend
it for the defense and suggest a grade B.

The results of the Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available
sources.

Questions: Do you think differences in government’s handling of the coronavirus situation might
influence their comparative advantage in trade?
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