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OVERALL ASSESSMENT  
 
  
Contribution 
 
The author uses an existing (but advanced) methodology to compute the share of workers 
facing low, medium, and high risk of being replaced by capital (automation). It is important to 
note that this analysis is a snapshot in time; in the long-run, almost all jobs will be replaced, 
and many more will be created by automation (which has been the case since the industrial 
revolution). This “length of the run” aspect is not discussed much in the thesis, and I 
encourage the author to inspect data on job turnover in the US. For example, what 
percentage of jobs that existed in 1980 still existed in 2019? And how much did 
unemployment increase? For a less technical treatment, see also recent books by the 
economic historian Deidre McCloskey. So the contribution of the thesis is not revolutionary 
and I am not sure what the applications could be (it should also be noted that the categories 
of risk are arbitrary), but the author deserves praise for learning a technique that goes 
beyond anything taught at the BA level and being the first one to apply it to Czech data. 
 
Methods 
 
As I have noted, the methods are advanced and go beyond the standards required of a BA 
thesis. The first part (computing the share of low, medium, and high risk workers) is relatively 
clear and closely follows the previous literature. The second part is more difficult for me to 
understand. What is the source of variation used for regressing these shares on region-level 
characteristics? How many observations are used? Are and should the standard errors be 
clustered at the region level? Are these variables included in one regression, or are they 
considered separately (Table 7)? What about collinearity? I am not sure the second part of 
the analysis really makes much sense. 
 
Literature 
 
Most of the relevant research seems to be properly cited. Nevertheless, I missed the famous 
Graetz & Michaels (2018) “robots at work” study published in Review of Economics and 
Statistics and much of the response and related literature that consequently came after the 
first draft of this study appeared in 2015. Moreover, the author puts forward the study of 
Arntz et al. (2016) but fails to properly cite it in the bibliography list. 
 
Manuscript form 
 
My evaluation of manuscript form is mixed. On the one hand, the thesis is typeset beautifully 
in LaTeX and written in understandable and straightforward English. On the other hand, 
there is an oddity to cross-referencing which makes the text harder to read (missing commas 
after the publication year, for example). The key estimation results (such as Table 7) were, 
for some reason, relegated to the appendix, which complicates reading. The author also 
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uses way too many acronyms (e.g., on page 29: “We replicated the work by AGZ with focus 
on NUTS 2 regions of the Czech Republic using PIAAC data” – most readers will have no 
idea what the author is talking about) and fails to provide a list of acronyms. Perhaps more 
importantly, the thesis needs a careful proofreading, as the author apparently struggles with 
the use of articles in English. One example from page 11: “[The] first section is devoted to [a] 
review of [the] data and [the] methodology of [the] task-based approach.” These are simple 
and unnecessary issues the author should have taken care of, and consequently I must 
subtract a few points. 
 
Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 
 
This is technically sound BA thesis that deserves to be defended and could perhaps, after 
revisions, even be published in a local journal such as the Czech Journal of Economics and 
Finance. The results of the Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with 
external sources. Questions for thesis defense: could you describe clearly how you compute 
standard errors in all the statistical exercises you run? Are you sure the precision you report 
is not overstated? 
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CATEGORY POINTS 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 25 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 

 
 
Overall grading: 

 
TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 
81 - 90 B 
71 - 80 C 
61 – 70 D 
51 – 60 E 
0 – 50 F 

 


