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OVERALL ASSESSMENT

Contribution

The thesis explores the risks of job automation within the specific NUTS 2 regions in the Czech
republic. It builds upon the cross-country studies and applies the task-based methodology to
determine the probability with which particular jobs are likely to be automated in the future. Novel
insights lie in shedding light on regional differences and searching for factors related to job automation
at the macroeconomic level.

Methods

Jan employs appropriate methods and algorithms developed in this field of study. On top of correctly
combining the datasets, he efficiently deals with non-trivial data issues along the way. Proper
correlation and regression analysis would require richer data. Nevertheless, Jan carefully points to his
analysis's limitations while he examines possible relationships between the derived share of high
automation risk jobs and other economic phenomena.

| understand his focus on applying extra statistical modeling to the automation probabilities. Still, | feel
the work could be even more informative if it remained descriptive, using computed automation
probabilities and micro-level information (regions, industries, income) within the PIAAC dataset.

Literature

The literature overview covers related studies and provides an excellent introduction to the topic. |
initially got confused with the in-text citations, and unsure which style they correspond to, but they are
consistent throughout the thesis. Jan demonstrates the knowledge of the core literature closely related
to his thesis.

Manuscript form

Overall, the thesis is well structured. The writing could be improved so that the text has a better flow
and is easier to follow for the reader. There are minor language issues throughout the text, but Jan
can communicate his thoughts and results adequately.

Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense

In summary, | would like to point out the original contribution of the thesis. The contribution is not
conceptual of methogological, but relies on providing greater detail on automation risk within the
Czech Republic using the tools established by the literature. The outputs could be valuable for
policymakers and | consider the originality and importance of the topic above the average level on this
level of studies. The analysis required a combination of several datasets and merging them in a very
organized manner. Jan demonstrated good competency in coding all the necessary adjustments and
estimations. In my view, the thesis fulfills the requirements for a bachelor thesis at IES, Faculty of
Social Sciences, Charles University, | recommend it for the defense and suggest a grade B.

The results of the Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available
sources.
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Questions:

The thesis estimates the hypothetical job losses in the future. Do the calculated automation risks
correspond to the labour market trends within the regions?

What are the sectors in the industry where you identify a relatively large share of high-risk jobs?

Would you expect the results to change with PIAAC 2023 data? How?

SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):

CATEGORY POINTS
Contribution (max. 30 points) |25
Methods (max. 30 points) |25
Literature (max. 20 points) |16

Manuscript Form (max. 20 points) |15
TOTAL POINTS (max. 100 points) |81
GRADE (A-B-C-D-E-F) B
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE:

CONTRIBUTION: The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the
thesis.

METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.

LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature.
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way.

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a
complete bibliography.

Overall grading:

TOTAL GRADE
91-100 A
81-90 B
71-80 c
6170 D
51-60 E
0-50 F




