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The law governing obligations with an international element 

Abstract 

The legal regulation of obligations with an international element constitutes an extensive issue 

which forms a significant part of private international law. It is also the area with the most frequent 

appearance of an international element which is particularly important in international business. 

This thesis firstly deals with the distinction of legal norms which regulate contractual 

relationships with an international element according to their origin and methods that govern these 

relationships. Such distinction of legal norms is essential for the comprehension of their mutual 

relations and therefore for the application of a correct norm to the particular obligation. The thesis 

also defines basic concepts which are necessary for orientation in this part of private international 

law. 

The main content of the thesis is represented with an analysis of legal norms, which, from the 

perspective of the Czech legal system, govern relationships with an international element. The 

thesis contains a basic analysis of legal regulations contained in international treaties concerning 

mainly international trade and types of contracts which are used in international trade, i.e. purchase 

and transport contracts. 

The core of this thesis is represented by a legal analysis of the Rome I Regulation which 

contains the conflict-of-law rules for contractual obligations and also the Rome II Regulation 

which contains the conflict-of-law rules for non-contractual obligations. This focus reflects the 

fact that both Rome I and Rome II regulations have a dominant position amongst legal norms that 

govern obligation relationships with an international element. Therefore, this thesis systematically 

analyses relevant provisions of these regulations and identifies problematic terms contained 

therein. At the same time, it defines these terms with regard to their necessary autonomous 

interpretation and also takes into account the relevant Court of Justice of the European Union case 

law as well as Czech and international academic literature. 

Finally, the thesis analyses the remaining legal regulation of obligations with an international 

element contained in the national legal system of the Czech Republic. 
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