
Abstract 
Hemidactylus is the second-most speciose among all gekkotan genera and also accounts very 

well for most typical characteristics of the group, such as almost worldwide distribution and 

significant species diversity. Many new species have been described in recent years, doubling 

the over all species count. Although the amout of knowledge regarding this genus has grown 

significantly, there is still some confusion in the matter of clade relationships on high as well 

as low levels of phylogeny. This thesis aims to summarize current knowledge of phylogeny and 

biogeography of this genus and its subclades. 
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