Abstract

This diploma thesis deals with the comparison of the political regimes of Slobodan Milosevic
in Serbia and Franjo Tudjman in Croatia in the years 1991 - 1997 from the point of view of the
theory of authoritarian regimes. The subject of the research was to determine the similarities
and differences that the regimes showed in a given period. In the beginning of the work, the
author approaches the theoretical core of the concepts of authoritarian regimes by Juan J. Linz
and the competitive authoritarianism of Steven Levitsky and Lucan A. Way. The analytical
part of the work consists of a synchronous dual-case study of Serbia and Croatia focused
on the main aspects of authoritarian regimes and their subsequent comparison. The output of
the thesis consists in a critical analysis of the features of both examined regimes at the level
of limited political pluralism, the relationship between mentality and ideology and
depoliticization versus mobilization and application of theories of authoritarian regimes to
Serbia and Croatia in a given period. An important finding was that although the
countries showed many similar features, the main differences were in the character of
Slobodan Milosevic and Franjo Tudjman. The work concludes that Serbia and Croatia can be

included in hybrid semi-competitive pre-totalitarian defective authoritarianism.



