
Abstract 

 The United States engagement in Vietnam began during the Second World War. With 

military bases established in China, the U.S. took part in fighting the Japanese troops in the 

Pacific theatre. When France surrendered to Nazi Germany in 1940, Japan would take over the 

French Indochina and the war would spread to Vietnam as well. In order to collect intelligence 

on Japanese targets, the Americans needed to operate secret services on the ground. After the 

Japanese coup de main in 1945, they would eventually partner with Ho Chi Minh and his 

organization Viet Minh. The Office of Strategic Services (OSS), the wartime predecessor of 

the CIA, provided intelligence training and equipment, while the Viet Minh would assist with 

valuable information on Japanese troops. To some extent, the OSS helped Ho Chi Minh and 

Viet Minh accede to power in Vietnam after the war. 

 


