
Abstract 

Intervention in Libya is an anomaly in President Barack Obama’s foreign policy during his 

eight years in the office. This thesis aims to analyze the decision-making process leading to 

this unprecedented step. Using Graham Allison’s Bureaucratic Politics Model, the purpose of 

this analysis is to investigate the influence of some presidential advisors and allies on his final 

decision. Data for this study were collected using President Obama’s public statements, 

biographies of several members of the administration, and secondary academic sources. After 

some general context, the thesis closely examines the selected period from the first protests in 

Libya on February 15 to the beginning of the Operation United Protector on March 31. This 

timeframe of forty-five days is further divided into the week-by-week process tracing 

analyses. The development on the ground in Libya is merged with changes of attitude in the 

American administration and changing alliances among the members of the advisory team of 

the President. The Bureaucratic Politics Model is used to analyze specific tactics used by 

American officials to impose their preferred scenario. The study also tests the applicability of 

several new methodological approaches within the Bureaucratic Politics Model like the palace 

politics perspective, agent-specific bargaining advantages versus organizational bargaining 

advantages, and the influence of the allied nation as the actors in American decision-making. 

 


