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1. OBSAH A CÍL PRÁCE (stručná informace o práci, formulace cíle): 
Anna Hlaváčková presented a thesis that focuses on public policy making on food waste in               
the United States. The goal of the thesis is to “analyze public policy making regarding the                
issue of food waste on the federal level”. The author claims that “even though the federal                
government acknowledges the issue of food waste, their solutions are fragmentary and            
insufficient…” and therefore, “it remains up to the states to deal with the problem.” 
 
 
2. VĚCNÉ ZPRACOVÁNÍ (náročnost, tvůrčí přístup, argumentace, logická struktura, teoretické          

a metodologické ukotvení, práce s prameny a literaturou, vhodnost příloh apod.): 
Anna Hlaváčková selected an important, very complex and hence quite challenging issue for             
her analysis.  
Food waste is a major issue with environmental, economic, as well as social consequences,               

which are all analyzed in the text. However, given the complexity of the issue, it has become                 
also a difficult issue to legislate on, particularly in the United States where federal              
framework, i.e. division of power between the national government and state governments,            
creates ambiguities and unclarity. The author points out that while states may offer more              
custom-made approaches reflecting local specifics, food waste transcends state borders and           
similarly to environmental issues may require a truly national solution. Anna points out that              
based on the U.S. Constitution and precedents of environmental legislation, the U.S.            
Congress does have power at its disposal to deal with the issue, but so far, it has mostly held                   
back and left the initiative on individual states. 
Anna works with policy proposals, analysis of existing policies and legislations, she tracks             
activities of a number of federal agencies etc. in order to present a complex picture of how                 
policy on food waste is formed and implemented. Using a variety of reports from non-profit               
organizations, she also is trying to identify deficiencies of existing policies.  
The thesis is rich in data and available statistics. Anna meticulously went through websites of               
different federal agencies to track down their activities on combating food waste - all of               
them are described in the paper. She has compared existing public policies with available              
academic research to find out how effective these policies are and what could be done               
better.  
The thesis is divided into four chapters. Anna carefully guides the reader through the              
complex process, she tries to provide clear definitions and explanations of what one would              
consider bureaucratic work. For better understanding by the reader, she uses graphs and             
infographics to illustrate some of the key concepts.  
 
 



3. FORMÁLNÍ A JAZYKOVÉ ZPRACOVÁNÍ (jazykový projev, správnost citace a odkazů na            
literaturu, grafická úprava, formální náležitosti práce apod.): 

As far as formal and language requirements are concerned, Anna has done a very good job.                
Her text is well written, there are almost no grammar mistakes. Occasionally, there are              
typos, which most likely result from constant rewriting. Footnotes as well as bibliography are              
prepared meticulously, however, the final list of references could have been divided at least              
into primary and secondary sources.  
 
4. STRUČNÝ KOMENTÁŘ HODNOTITELE (celkový dojem z bakalářské práce, silné a slabé            

stránky, originalita myšlenek, naplnění cíle apod.): 
It was definitely interesting to watch the evolution of Anna´s research. At first, she              
approached it with persuasion that the federal government does not do much to mitigate              
food waste in the United States. The more she researched the topic, she discovered new               
layers only to find out that the federal government in fact is quite active in combating food                 
waste via a broad variety of tools. What is however missing for creation of effective public                
policy is, as Anna points out, lack of research, public awareness, as well as coordination of                
the plethora of activities.  
By nature and magnitude of the topic, the thesis is - at most parts - rather descriptive, even                  
though the author is trying to provide some analysis. Some parts of the text reads as a policy                  
or advocacy paper rather than an academic paper. However, I believe that this is caused               
partially by the author’s subjective attitude to the issue - Anna is personally invested in the                
problem of food waste and writing this thesis was partially her own initiative to actually               
understand the topic. Hence, the thesis can be perceived as an overview of all of the policies                 
- on both the federal and state level - and some of the key issues that prevent successful                  
reduction of food waste.  
  
5. SPOLUPRÁCE S VEDOUCÍM PRÁCE (komunikace s vedoucím práce, schopnost reflektovat         

připomínky, posun od původního záměru apod.) 
Anna has consulted her work on a regular basis in several in-person and virtual meetings.  
 
6. OTÁZKY A PŘIPOMÍNKY DOPORUČENÉ K BLIŽŠÍMU VYSVĚTLENÍ PŘI OBHAJOBĚ (jedna až            
tři): 
 

- What is the current state of the discussion about preventing food waste? Has there              
been any progress (or a drawback) under the Trump Administration?  

- Why would a federal solution be the best solution? It seems that individual states can               
apply local solutions, which respect local conditions, which may in fact be a sounder              
policy. Would not administration of federal policy be more costly to the taxpayer or              
be a greater burden to the federal budget?  

 
 
7. DOPORUČENÍ / NEDOPORUČENÍ K OBHAJOBĚ A NAVRHOVANÁ ZNÁMKA 
Anna Hlaváčkova´s thesis fulfils all of the requirements of the master´s thesis and is              
therefore recommended for defense. I propose grade B.  
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Pozn.: Hodnocení pište k jednotlivým bodům, pokud nepíšete v textovém editoru, použijte při nedostatku místa zadní stranu 
nebo přiložený list. V hodnocení práce se pokuste oddělit ty její nedostatky, které jsou, podle vašeho mínění, obhajobou 
neodstranitelné (např. chybí kritické zhodnocení pramenů a literatury), od těch věcí, které student může dobrou obhajobou 
napravit; poměr těchto dvou položek berte prosím v úvahu při stanovení konečné známky. 


