
 

Abstract 

This diploma thesis applies the well-established concept of security dilemma to the relatively 

new domain of outer space. It constructs a comprehensive modification of the concept for 

the outer space – the space security dilemma – and establishes criteria for the assessment of 

it while also discussing previous approaches. The thesis then applies this concept and 

established criteria, to the issue of Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS). More 

specifically, it focuses on the case of the European GNSS called Galileo and assesses the 

intentions behind its creation. Through this assessment, the thesis focuses on determining 

whether the European Union became a space security dilemma initiator by the development 

of the Galileo system. In order to confront the theoretical conclusions with praxis, the thesis 

then focuses on the case of the United States of America and the confrontation between GPS 

and Galileo. In its last chapter, the thesis replicates this approach on the cases of the Russian 

Federation (and its GLONASS) and the People’s Republic of China (and its 

BeiDou/COMPASS).  


