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The BA thesis sets out to examine the complex ‘dichotomy’ of ‘internal’ and ‘external’ time in 

Virginia Woolf’s works, exemplified by close reading of her three famous novels, Mrs 

Dalloway, To the Lighthouse and The Waves. The thesis embarks on an ambitious line of 

enquiry into this central modernist element of not only narrative technique and characterisation 

but the very process of writing itself, yet the individual logical steps do not altogether form a 

firm framework of argument overall. On a scope limited by the format of the thesis, the 

candidate’s analysis is somewhat scattered but mostly well-informed, if also unnecessarily 

broad; three major novels and a topic of this complexity present too much material to tackle in 

a BA thesis – one wonders why the candidate has not opted for a more manageable scope, as 

the conclusion to her introduction states ‘it is rather impossible to make a general statement 

about the way Woolf dealt with the representation [of time] in these novels’ (p. 8). Overall, the 

argument could have been more rounded. The conclusion, relatively short, repeats the main 

points of the thesis, though it also reaches for unnecessary generalisations.  

 The strength of the thesis lies in its engagement with the development of a philosophical 

concept at a particularly crucial moment in literary history, in its well-informed point of 

reference and its interesting close reading of examples from the three novels. The candidate’s 

choice of secondary material is relevant, her employment of theoretical lines of enquiry into 

the chosen literary texts often illuminating, if also sometimes somewhat simplifying the 

complexities that arise from the cited examples. However, the thesis shows considerable 

promise and testifies to the candidate’s knowledge, understanding, and critical thinking. 

 The thesis’ weakness is two-fold – on the one hand, the candidate has chosen a 

particularly broad scope of primary texts and a complex topic, which easily would have filled 

a doctoral thesis. While the first three chapters lay the ground in a well-researched and well-

structured manner, the ensuing chapters are somewhat less meticulously structured. On the 

other hand, the candidate’s attention to various details distracts from the main line of argument 

which is not particularly pronounced. While there are many interesting points made along the 

way and the candidate links the theoretical framework laid out in the second chapter with the 

examples from Woolf’s novels in persuasive ways, the overall effect is not entirely connected. 

Ricoeur’s placing amid the contemporary theorists of time is somewhat baffling (p. 13). 



On the level of language, there are some minor stylistic issues, and occasionally 

misplaced articles (e.g. p. 30: ‘the life was still moving on’). Formatting is in order, which is 

commendable (only one missing capital letter in the bibliography on p. 60, and a missing full 

stop on p. 33). 

I have a couple of questions for the candidate to respond to during her viva voce 

examination, on some of the points that could have been discussed in more detail in the thesis: 

1) How does death relate to time in narrative terms in Woolf’s novels? 

2) In your opinion, what connects these three novels most strongly in relation to Woolf’s 

manifold conceptualisations of time? 

To conclude, I am very happy to recommend the thesis for defence and propose a 

preliminary mark of ‘very good’ (velmi dobře), pending the candidate’s performance during 

the viva voce examination. 
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