
Abstract 

This theoretical-empirical paper researches how simultaneous interpreters work with face 

threatening acts (FTAs). For this purpose we researched how FTAs that we identified in speeches 

given by native Spanish speakers at the European Parliament’s plenary sittings are interpreted into 

Czech and English. This paper has been inspired by the study of Cédric Magnifico and Bart 

Defrancq from the University of Ghent „Impoliteness in Interpreting: A Question of Gender?“ in 

which they carry out a similar research. In their study the authors research the simultaneous 

interpretation of French speeches given at the European Parliament’s plenary sittings into English 

and Dutch in order to find out whether interpreters really engage in face work – by face work they 

mean mitigating (potential) FTAs. In this paper, however, we aimed at answering a more general 

research question: “How do simultaneous interpreters handle face threatening acts when 

interpreting at the European Parliament’s plenaries?” Researching the interpretation of FTAs into 

two target languages, moreover, can show whether face work is influenced by the cultural norms 

used in the community of the target language. Even though some of our findings come close to 

those of Magnifico and Defrancq’s, some are considerably different. Magnifico and Defrancq has 

found out that the English booth when interpreting FTAs from French follows different norms to 

the Dutch booth. Our findings, on the other hand, show that both the Czech and the English booths 

handle FTAs when interpreting from Spanish very similarly. We argue that the differences in face 

work identified between the Czech and the English booths can be better explained by the different 

nature of the target languages rather than by the cultural norms of the language communities.  
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