Abstract

The thesis “Changes in Landscape and Population in the Czech Borderlands after 1945 with a
Focus on the Hruby Jesenik Area” describes and looks into transformations of our country’s
borderlands from the end of World War II to circa 1960. The thesis summarizes a series of
complex events and processes. Key subtopics include the expulsion of former inhabitants and
the settlement of newcomers. Tied or directly linked to these two subtopics are various other
processes that took place in the area. The thesis touches upon forced collectivization, the
disappearance of human dwellings, landscape changes, the state authorities that implemented
borderlands policy, population groups moved to this area, the return migration from the

borderlands, the settlement efforts in the 1950s, etc.

Another part of the thesis expounds post-war circumstances in the Hruby Jesenik area, i.e. in
the districts of Bruntal, Rymarov, Jesenik, and gumperk. Since after the war, the failure of the
settlement policy has had immediate and long-term consequences for this region, even more so
than in other border areas. The chapter about Hruby Jesenik presents the main reasons of the

region’s sparse population and profound transformations.

Changes in the population and life of a foothill village are illustrated with an example of Dolni

Moravice in a separate chapter in the concluding part of the thesis.

Various historical sources and literature are used throughout the text. The archival research
was conducted in several state district archives in the Hruby Jesenik area, but also in the
National Archives and in the State Regional Archives in Opava. Newspapers and brochures
from the researched period were used, too, as well as many academic publications by historians

and other researchers.



