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Abstract 

Brexit day may have passed, but we know too little about what form the future 

relationship between the EU and the UK will assume. This thesis explores several 

scenarios for an EU-Britain cooperation post-Brexit, focusing in particular on the 

partnership in defence policy. It considers defence cooperation (1) within the EU 

defence framework, (2) relations within the NATO framework, (3) structured 

cooperation outside the EU framework and the NATO framework, (4) bilateral ties 

between the UK and EU member states and (5) non-cooperation. The author combines 

analytic eclectism with a qualitative interpretative research design to evaluate each 

scenario against a series of theoretically-informed empirical expectations regarding 

governments’ decisions to pursue defence jointly. It puts forward a theoretical 

framework that includes factors, such as strategic culture, foreign-political postures 

and attitudes towards European integration as potential explanations for the post-

Brexit dynamics of defence cooperation.  
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