
Abstract 

This diploma thesis is focused on the analysis of Russian foreign policy towards 

Kazakhstan and Ukraine. The actions of the external players, namely the US (NATO), the EU 

and China are discussed in order to see how these foreign entities can modify Russia’s actions in 

its backyard. 

The current state of affairs demands a careful examination of Russian foreign policies. As 

Russia has demonstrated in Georgia, Ukraine, Syria, it is willing to protect its interests at any 

cost. Thus, it was decided to analyze whether the foreign involvement in Kazakhstan would 

provoke Russian aggression. The primary aim is to provide a complex examination of Russian 

involvement in Kazakhstan and Ukraine along with the increasing influence from external 

players. This thesis is expected to contribute to the existing research on Russian foreign policy 

by providing an essential background for future researches as well as by presenting previously 

incomparable cases. 

This work presents a significant historical background that provides a reader with the in-

depth analysis of Russia’s relations with Kazakhstan and Ukraine. Geopolitical, military, 

economic, social factors are analyzed to present a broader perspective of the regional 

interconnections. Thus, this work analyzes how Russia has established its dominance in the 

region. It has been argued that the post-Soviet space represents a priority region for Russia. 

Numerous joint activities which are described in this thesis support the claim. The evolution of 

Russian-Kazakh and Russian-Ukrainian connections presents an interesting topic for the 

comparison. Russia’s cooperative ties with Kazakhstan are compared to Russian-Ukrainian 

hostile relationship. This dissertation tests how Russian reaction varies depending on the external 

actor’s involvement.  

The empirical analysis and qualitative methods are used to explore the cases. The 

combination of realist and constructivist theories is used to fully assess the influence of foreign 

actors as well as areas which are being affected. Academic sources with pro-Russian, pro-

Western and pro-Chinese views were examined to have a broader perspective. The comparative 

approach helps to determine the key differences in Russia’s behavior and arrive to valuable 

conclusions. 

 


