
Abstract 

The thesis is focused on the process of demise and disintegration of nationalist terrorist groups. 

The case studies of terrorism in Northern Ireland and Basque region in Spain demonstrate and 

analyze the development of local terrorist organizations from the beginning to the cessation of 

violent actions. An emphasis is put especially on the end of armed campaign and transformation 

of nationalist activities within a legal framework. In the case of Northern Ireland, the focus is 

put on the activities of the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) from the beginning of 

the Troubles to the Belfast Agreement in 1998. The research in this thesis includes the influence 

of affiliated political parties – Sinn Féin in this case – on the process of negotiations and the 

continuation of Northern Irish nationalism after the end of armed campaign. The Basque case 

is devoted to the development of Basque nationalism since the beginning of the 20th century, 

the creation and development of Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA) and its terrorist campaign 

within both the Francoist regime and Spanish democracy. An emphasis is put on the 

development of the organization until its official dissolution in 2018, activities of the political 

parties of the Nationalist Left affiliated to ETA and the attitude of Spanish authorities to conflict 

resolution. 

 


