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Abstract

The primary goal of the master’s thesis is to uncover the actual impact of latent nuclear
deterrence on the decision to avert the conflict. The thesis employs a variety of concepts,
including the latent nuclear deterrence, as articulated by Matthew Fuhrmann, to ascertain which
one of them plays a vital role in dissuading one country from attacking another one. The
influence of respective concepts is examined on the example of two historical case studies,
which form the core part of the master’s thesis. The first case study presents two crises that
occurred in the 1980s between Pakistan as a latent nuclear state and India as the challenging
state, eventually dissuaded from the attack. The second case study is devoted to the 1965 crisis
between Pakistan as a challenging state and India as a latent nuclear state. This crisis, which
eventually led to the war, works as a control case study. The analysis of both cases reveals
valuable findings concerning the role of latent nuclear deterrence and nuclear latency in general.
Contrary to what would proponents of this weaponless deterrence believe, latent nuclear
deterrence was not the central factor when the attack on the latent nuclear state was
contemplated. The findings of the master’s thesis instead show that different military and non-
military factors were at play and explain the challenger’s decision to refrain from the attack.
This outcome is also supported by the control case study, which reveals that factors other than

latent nuclear deterrence were contemplated before deciding to attack.



