
Abstract 

This diploma thesis examines the suitability of generalization of the populist radical right parties 

(PRRP). In recent years, these parties have succeeded on the political scene of many European 

countries. Using the example of "new" Svoboda a přímá demokracie (SPD) political party and the 

established Danish People's Party (DF) it shows the differences in the party pre-election rhetoric 

and program, which are brought about by parties’ age as well as by different historical 

developments in the respective countries. The historical context has affected contemporary 

political environment and, therefore, there are reasonable doubts about the generalization of the 

PRRPs. This is especially the case of post-communist countries, which, after years of oppression, 

had to go through a process of transformation that involved not only economic issues. This thesis 

is based on the Lipset’s and Rokkan's cleavages theory, while it tries to confirm its existence in 

the given states, namely the economical, the religious, the center – periphery and the urban – rural 

cleavage. The inclusion of six tested factors in the analysis helps to do this. The multiple linear 

regression analysis tested which factors (the factors are socio-cultural, socio-economic, and 

demographic factors) have a statistically significant relationship with the PRRPs election support, 

which was supposed to contribute to the clarification of the definition of the PRRPs party voters 

emphasis on the differences between the Czech Republic and Denmark Some authors attribute the 

increased probability of choosing PRRPs to the times of significant crises. The analyzed elections 

are therefore selected from the period when the so-called migration crisis was taking place in 

Europe (parliamentary election in Denmark in 2015 and in the Czech Republic in 2017). Socio-

cultural factors manifested differently in respective countries, and there were separate relations 

between some of them, which could result in the choice of the PRRP. In the case of Denmark, the 

presence of the urban – rural cleavage was confirmed. The choice of SPD did not differ 

significantly between densely populated areas and those with a lower population density in terms 

of a high / low electoral support for the party. In the case of the Czech Republic, the presence of 

the urban – rural cleavage is not clearly demonstrated. The socio-economic factor of the 

unemployment rate was mostly related to electoral support, with the help of which it was clearly 

possible to determine the presence of the economic conflict line in the case of the Czech Republic. 

The Ústí nad Labem region proved to be a specific region within the country. The theoretical 

assumption of a previously prosperous industrial area was confirmed for this region, where the 

demise of this sector meant a loss of jobs, which partly explains the increased electoral support of 



the PRRP. While the socio-economic factor of unemployment confirmed the theoretical 

assumption of a relationship with the choice of DF and SPD as representatives of the PRRP. The 

second factor that contributed to the choice of one party or another was different. The factor of 

religion affected the election support for DF and confirmed the religious cleavage (which was 

significantly less reflected in the Czech Republic). Paradoxically, there was a connection with the 

choice of SPD in districts with a low proportion of foreigners in a district. The analysis thus 

confirmed that the crisis had a positive effect on the choice of the compared parties. Both parties 

were relatively successful in the analyzed elections. The effect of different historical developments 

was confirmed, both in the pre-election rhetoric and in the perception of the presence of foreigners 

in the country. 
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