
 ABSTRACT 

Nursing is a field that has been professionalized quite recently since the second half of the 20th 

century. Interest in its history rises at the end of 20th century, however, research is uneven. We have 

relatively well mapped history in England or USA, but informations on this topic from many other 

countries are not available to Czech readers. Therefore, this thesis is focused on one specific example 

of historical development, namely the Kingdom of Denmark. 

Studying history helps us understand which socio-economic, political, cultural or religious factors 

have influenced the current form and organization of the field. We can therefore be inspired to make 

positive changes in our own environment. It makes us think about an amount of questions. These 

questions include the influence of religion on society, the health and social policies of individual 

countries and the historical status of women in society. 

The aim of this thesis is to map the development of nursing in Denmark from its beginnings to the 

end of the 20th century. The partial goal is to provide an overview of the most important church 

influences, which were strong in Denmark even during the 20th century, to set the most important 

historical milestones and to introduce important personalities of Danish nursing. Furthermore, the 

author tries to outline the specific aspects of the Danish health care system in connection with the 

welfare state model.  

The content analysis of the literature and available electronic sources was chosen as a method for 

this theoretical thesis. Based on the analysis, a comprehensive overview of the fundamental 

development trends, events and personalities of Danish nursing history was created with the use of 

the compilation method. 

The result of the thesis is five chronologically sorted chapters, at first describing the period up to 

1800 and then the phase of gradual professionalization of the field. This is followed by a chapter on 

the role of church hospitals in Denmark, on developments in the first half of the 20th century, and 

finally on post-war development and education reforms, including a subchapter on the role of the 

professional magazine in the history of Danish nurses. The expected implementation of a 

comprehensive overview of the history of Danish nursing will be the use of this thesis for publishing 

activities. 
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