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Master Thesis Evaluation Form 

 
Student’s name: Enrico Maria la Forgia  
 
Thesis title: Counter-identification processes among the third-fourth generation of 
immigrants in France: the Arab community in Marseille 
 
Name of the supervisor: Zdeněk Uherek 
 
Name of the opponent: Shreya Bhardwaj 
 
 
What are the strengths and weaknesses of the thesis? Please give your reasons for the 
suggested grade in detail below. 
 
1. Does the author show understanding of one or more theories, and use theory to 
generate a hypothesis or to make the problem area more understandable? 
 
Comments:  
The author uses the classical theoretical framework of migration and integration, as we know 
it, for example, from the texts of Manuel Castles (he is cited in the theses but missing in the 
bibliography), or from earlier works written by, for example, Werner Landecker. It is also 
based on a theoretical concept of diversity of types of integration policies. Usually, France is 
in this context presented as a country with an assimilation policy. Assimilation, in this case, is 
considered as gaining a French identity or identifying with the French nation. From this basic 
framework, Enrico la Forgia derives the concept of counter-identification, which constitutes 
the boundary-making process between a migrant group and the French society. Inspiration for 
this conceptualization found Enrico la Forgia from the Italian political scientist Olivier Roy, 
who studied the radicalization of Islamic movements in Europe. 
The concepts used in this work are understandable. Processes of counter-identification are 
described in literature approximately from the 1950s. 

 
2. Is the research question articulated clearly and properly? Is the research question 
sufficiently answered in conclusion?  
 
Comments:  
The author claim that: The thesis aims to investigate the development and causes of the 
process of counter-identification. It is clearly articulated on page 12. I can confirm that the 
whole thesis is focused on this goal. In conclusion, the author discusses the causes of counter-
identification and sees it in particular in the government's policy towards immigrants and in 
the racism of the majority society. However, in conclusion, it should be worthwhile to repeat 
that the author's data is limited to Marseille and its immediate surroundings. It means that it is 
a study of counter-identification processes in one limited local environment. 

 
3. Is the thesis based on relevant research and literature, and does it accurately 
summarize and integrate the information? 
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Comments: 
Literature is rich and predominantly of Italian, French and Anglo-American provenance. The 
qualitative research well responds to posed questions. However, the research does not reflect 
clearly that integration is a double-sided process. We have data from the side of the Arabic 
population and do not have data from the settled French society. Thus, the French institutions 
are described as something very static, monolithic, uniform. However, in French offices also 
work people from the Maghreb. The sample does not represent very well the richness of life 
trajectories. 

 
4. What is the quality of the data or other sources? Are the sampling method, data 
collection, and data analysis appropriate? 
 
Comments: 
The author´s work with literature is satisfactory. Since the sample was quite narrow, and we 
know about the lives of respondents mainly from interviews and not from observations or 
other sources, the literature provides a much-needed context. It allows for a better 
understanding of the actors. 

 
5. Are the findings relevant to the research question? Are the conclusions of the thesis 
based on strong arguments? 
 
Comments: 
The findings are relevant to the research question. But I miss capturing the dynamics of 
processes — the author of the thesis incline to stereotyping the situation. The actors want to 
integrate into French society, but it rejects them. However, the optics should also be rotated. 
The actors are also a French society. Don't they also reject the company of the natives? 
Perhaps even individual actors cannot enter a settled French society without losing their own 
compatriot community, and they do not want to. What is considered a counter-identification 
can also be a voluntary choice. Is it necessary to divide the identification into the positive, the 
French, and the negative, the Arabic, which is perceived in the thesis as anti-French? The 
interpretation of field data opens many questions that had to be indicated.  
On the other hand, it is necessary to take into account the extremely difficult terrain and many 
limits that the author has entered into research. The author is Italian, did research in France, 
wrote the theses in English, so there are multiple transfers of ideas. It is also visible in the 
language, which is relatively complicated. Some sentences need to be read several times in 
order to understand. On the other hand, all the statements of the actors are translations and, 
therefore, simplifications. 
 
However, even in these conditions, the author wrote an original work based on his own field 
research data and was able to incorporate his data into the appropriate context. His work is a 
good contribution to the knowledge of the life of a significant part of Marseille inhabitants. 
 

 
6. What topic do you suggest for the discussion in the thesis defense? 
 
Comments: 
In the discussion, I would like to return to the question of the correct naming of this category 
of people. They were born and live in France and are therefore French, but they probably do 
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not feel that way. Labeling them with a religious orientation is misleading, and calling them 
migrants, Africans, Arabs, Algerians, or Maghrebians is also inaccurate and perhaps impolite. 
How do they name themselves, and which denomination would be most appropriate for them? 
 
Taking into account the difficult field research, and a complicated research question that even 
reputable research teams cannot answer, I suggest to award the work by the B mark. 
 
 
 
 
Date: 15thJune 2020      Signature: 
 
 
          Zdeněk Uherek 


