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Contribution 
 
Josef Simpartl wrote an excellent empirical thesis on the impact of smoke-free laws on hospitality 
businesses in European countries. 
 
Josef’s ambitious objective is to evaluate the impact as well as he can and to do so along several 
dimensions: form of smoke-free laws, over time, and regional and socio-economic characteristics. 
Given that this is an undergraduate thesis, Josef has achieved this objective very well and provides a 
nuanced evidence on the heterogenous impact of the smoke-free laws on hospitability businesses in 
Europe. 
 
Josef’s headline result is that he does not find any permanent effect of smoke-free laws on revenues 
or employment of hospitality businesses. In one his supplementary findings, he argues that if there 
was any significant impact throughout the first years of the smoke-free law’s validity, it was always 
short-lasting. 
 
Methods 
 
To answer his research question, he uses the combination of the most suitable available data and the 
most appropriate methodology. Specifically, he applies difference-in-differences analysis to 
administrative annual data from Eurostat database. The data are the best available cross-country 
source for many countries since there is no access to firm-level or high-frequency other detailed data.  
To the standard trade-off between the granularity of data and country coverage, Josef chooses one 
optimal solution and that is one which the most detailed data for a given set of many European 
countries.  
 
Josef’s other data source are the various regulations and smoking bans that he himself systematically 
collected and classified in a way that enabled him to use it in his regression analysis. This is one of his 
work’s contributions, which could be used in future research. Josef could do a better job of comparing 
his methodology and results to the existing studies, both cross-country studies and those focusing on 
one country only, which would also highlight his relative contribution. 
 
Literature 
 
Josef demonstrates his familiarity with the research papers most relevant to his thesis and he 
competently reviews the related literature in the dedicated section. His quite broad literature review 
provides a good historical and practical background for his cross-country empirical analysis. 
 
Manuscript form 
 
The thesis is clearly structured and well-presented. The manuscript form is clear and well outlined and 
accessible for the reader. The use of English could be improved (as with almost any thesis), but the 
text is easily readable and understandable without any problems. 
 
Suggested questions for the committee 
 
You have applied suitable methods to the best available data for the given set of European countries 
to answer an important research question. What kind of data would you need and what methodology 
you would apply to make your results more persuasive? 
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Overall, the thesis is so good that I encourage Josef to consider continue to work on it, perhaps with 
the view of refining and communicating his results to the wider expert audience. This could take the 
form of a short policy report or an academic manuscript with the objective to publish it in one of the 
health economics or tobacco control’s academic journals. Josef might consider to continue working on 
it by himself or with the help of a more senior colleagues, ideally with an experience of doing similar 
research or publishing in these journals. 
 
In short, Josef did an excellent job of writing a thesis and I recommend a grade of A as well as the 
distinction and a nomination for awards. 

 
SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  
 

CATEGORY POINTS 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 28 

Methods                       (max. 30 points) 26 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 20 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 20 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 94 

GRADE            (A – B – C – D – E – F) A 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  

 
 
Overall grading: 

 

TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 

 


