
Abstract 

During the entire Great War, Austria-Hungary mobilized more than one and a half million 

men in the Czech lands. Out of service in the Austro-Hungarian army, a third never returned 

home. Czechs and Germans - the greatest nations represented in the Czech lands of the time - 

fought and suffered side by side on the Great War fronts. Yet only part of them were honoured 

at the end of the war. The newly created Czechoslovakia built its existence on a new, legitimate 

image of the Great War, as a struggle for the freedom and independence of the Czechs, 

represented by Czechoslovak legionaries. In addition, the grief of the bleeding of an entire 

generation of men was obscured by the joy of the disintegration of Austria-Hungary 

and the newly formed Czechoslovak state. The fate and suffering of most Czechs and Germans 

serving in the Austro-Hungarian army, in the army of their homeland, have been downplayed 

by the depiction of these soldiers as “Švejkové” or deserters. 

That is why this work deals exclusively with the experiences of soldiers from Czech lands 

in the Austro-Hungarian army, by the introduction of their war life, mobilization. 

The introductory theoretical part introduces the Austro-Hungarian army, including the entire 

mobilization mechanism, and outlines the development of the Austro-Hungarian supreme 

policy towards war support. The main part of the thesis corresponds to how the mobilization 

in the Czech lands was, how was the Austro-Hungarian army ready for war, what were the first 

moments of the soldiers in the army, what troubled them and what thoughts accompanied them. 

Authenticity is achieved by citing published and unpublished memories of the actors 

themselves. The aim is to introduce the reader to the atmosphere of the mobilization days 

in the summer of 1914 in the Czech lands, which has not only touched the conscripts, 

but the whole society. In addition to this individual history, the main part deals with the social 

impacts of mobilization and the war enthusiasm in the Czech lands. In the last part of the thesis, 

the then Czech and German press is analyzed, using a comparison to examine how the 

periodical informed about key events connected with the declaration of the Great War. 

From the memories of the soldiers, but also the official reports, the mobilization 

was even better than the leadership of the army thought, but the beginning of the war caught 

Austria-Hungary completely unprepared for a conflict of such proportions, as the Great War 

undoubtedly was. Mobilization has affected the whole of society, not just the called men. 

There have been several restrictions on personal rights and freedoms, compulsory levies, 

censorship and a wave of suspicion and arrests have been introduced. Nevertheless, 

spontaneous war enthusiasm was found in the Czech lands as well as in other countries 



of the monarchy. Although much of the manifestations were of the Great German character, 

the demonstrations to support the war, the emperor and the Austro-Hungarian Empire 

were also attended and actively performed by Czechs. The company only sobered 

after the arrival of the first hospital trains. 

The contribution of this work is to describe the fateful moments of the summer 

of 1914 in the Czech lands with the aim to combine the history of the society with the history 

of the individual, personal experiences and the perception of the events of that time. The work 

brings more positive and more realistic view of the Austro-Hungarian army, which has a very 

poor reputation in our society's awareness. Finally, it tries to prove that the war enthusiasm 

in the Czech land was not a purely German issue, and that the relations between the two nations 

were not as intense and hostile as we believe today. 


