
Abstract  

BACKGROUND: The Problematic Internet use among adolescents is an increasingly 

discussed topic in connection with the continuous development of technologies. If it enters to 

the period of adolescent age factor of hematoncological disease, which requires long term 

tratment  and isolation for a long time, the risk of growth of non-substance addictive behavior 

is likely to increase in this context. 

AIM: The main aim of the research was to find out the prevalence of Problematic Internet use 

in a group of adolescent patients after the intensive cancer treatment within the Department of 

Pediatric Hematology and Oncology of the University Hospital in Motol (KDHO). Another 

aim was to map specific characteristics that may be a predictor of later risk behavior and to 

find out possible correlation between these characteristics and problematic Internet use. 

METHODS: The concept of the research is based on quantitative methods of epidemiological 

cases and controls study. The data were collected through a screening questionnaire survey 

using a compilation of a short version of the Problematic Internet Use Questionnaire (PIU Q-

SF 6) and Substance Use Risk Profile (SURPS) personality traits). Data were evaluated using 

descriptive statistics and the χ2 test. The p value p < 0,05 was determined as statistically 

significant. 

RESULTS: The group of cases consisted of 24 adolescent patients dispensarized in KDHO 

after intensive treatment of haemato-oncological disease. The group of controls consisted of 

34 adolescents without prior diagnosis of cancer. The age range of both groups was 10 - 19 

years, the total proportion of boys was 59%, girls were 41%. In the case group, there was a 

significantly higher prevallence (42%) of problematic Internet use than the prevalence among 

adolescents population, but there was no statistical significance between cancer history and 

problematic Internet use. Statistical significance (p = 0.003) was shown between the anxiety 

factor and the male gender of the respondents. 

CONCLUSION: The study carried out initial results concerning the phenomenon of 

problematic Internet use among adolescent haemato-oncological patients within the KDHO, 

and thus highlighted its possible higher prevalence in adolescents after oncological treatment. 

However, more extensive research would have to be carried out to verify these assumptions. 

Despite the limits of the study, the thesis highlighted the need to address topics from the field 

of addictology also in the field of pediatric and adolescent oncology. 
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