Abstract

There was considerable focus on local culture and heritage in the last quarter of the 19" century
in the regions with a predominantly German Bohemians population. Regional identity was
shaped to a significant extent by publications on local culture and heritage (“Heimatkunde”),
often designed for teaching in schools.

With the German-speaking population spread out around the periphery of Bohemia, Moravia
and Czech Silesia, there was no obvious centre for formation of German Bohemians identity
and for a long time there was no uniform character to that identity. It was then manifested most
strongly in the various regions. This dissertation is based on analysis and comparison of
Heimatkunde publications. I have defined categories for examination of Heimatkunde:
landscape (geography), heritage (history), progress (modernity) and people (ethnography),
which correspond to the original breakdown of Heimatkunde and are also considered relevant
by authors looking at the development of national movements. Definition of group identity is
dominated by nationalism, especially as regards the second half of the 19" century and the first
third of the 20™ century.

The focus of this dissertation is comparison of Heimatkunde publications from three
neighbouring areas in the Upper Neisse region, differing primarily in terms of the degree of
application of modernisation processes. The central chapters are therefore primarily devoted to
the issue of the clash between and also the symbiosis of history and modernity. By monitoring
and comparing the development of the various categories, this dissertation attempts to
extrapolate common elements that could be used to construct a single Sudeten German identity.
The individual areas of the Upper Neisse region emerge as a suitable subject for more detailed
examination, primarily because there are significant differences in terms of modernisation
processes. Whereas Liberec soon descended from liberalism to nationalism and claimed the
role of capital of the Sudeten Germans, the spirit of liberalism held out longer in Jablonec nad
Nisou, where economic prosperity remained at the forefront. The Frydlant region lagged behind
in economic terms, but had considerable historical tradition, which played a significant role in
the process of building self-awareness. Since it was an agricultural area, it was also considered

a suitable subject for ethnographic research.



