
Abstract  

 

This diploma thesis deals with the situation of the Jewish minority in the first 

Czechoslovak Republic concentrating on Prague as a unique case of the coexistence of the 

Czech, German and Jewish people. The aim of the research is to analyze the role of democratic 

German-language periodicals in the presentation of Zionism and Judaism based on the 

contributions of both Jewish and non-Jewish authors, the so-called intercultural mediators, and 

to answer questions about the extent to which the ideas of Zionism were presented in the 

democratic media, and how the question of Jewish identity was addressed in the German-

language liberal press.  

The thesis is profiled as a political-historical and cultural-historical study. The research 

method chosen in its elaboration is the unique case study method. The aim of the thesis is to 

analyze the relations of these media to Judaism and Zionism, as well as the relations of Jews 

and Non-Jews to the issues of national identity, based on selected texts by both Jewish and non-

Jewish writers and journalists. The analysis itself comprises a total of nine texts, and the identity 

of the author does not play a role in this case. 

The Jews in Prague mostly mastered German and Czech perfectly, and thus became 

translators and cultural mediators between the two nations. The central medium of their cultural 

mediation activities was the periodical press. The periodicals, which were significantly 

influenced by Jewish collaborators, included the German-language daily Prager Tagblatt and 

Deutsche Zeitung Bohemia. Prager Tagblatt sought to alleviate tensions in national issues and 

mediated an amicable dialogue between Czechs and Germans as well as between Jews and non-

Jews. Deutsche Zeitung Bohemia was not one of the media that alleviated the national conflict 

between Czechs and Germans. On the contrary, it focused on defending German positions in 

Czechoslovakia. 


