
ABSTRACT 

The aim of the thesis is to analyze from the cultural and historical point of view the 

period from 1848 to 1900, including 1918. Further, to identify and characterize the key 

determinants that influenced the origin and development of adult education and 

education in the Central European space (national emancipation movement, formation 

of physical education, interest-cultural and professional associations and organizations, 

technological and economic progress, railway development, health organizations). 

These social drivers of progress and development have led to the emergence, for 

example, of education, folk and university extensions, and the further 

institutionalization of adult education. These categories have become the basis of 

today's conceptualization of adult education and differentiation (interest, civic, political 

and vocational education). These social drivers of progress and development have made 

it possible, for example, to raise awareness, popular and university extensions and 

further institutionalize adult education. These categories have become the basis of 

today's conceptualization of adult education and differentiation (leisure, civic and 

professional education). The work deals with the emergence and development of 

professional and interest organizations that were at the birth of institutional adult 

education. It developed systematically in the second half of the 20th century. 

International organizations (UN, UNESCO, OECD and the Council of Europe) 

supporting the concept of lifelong learning have also had a major impact. Individual 

chapters characterize key phenomena of adult education with emphasis on broader 

cultural-social and anthropological context. Special attention is paid to the sophisticated 

and comprehensive education system of Tomas Bata. Technical progress in relation to 

adult education is demonstrated in particular in the development of railways and 

transport, electrification, urbanization, industrial production. Next to these hard 

categories are man, the bearer of progress, and the driver of knowledge and knowledge 

transfer, and later also of competence. Thanks to humanitarian (democratization) 

education and its spread among all social groups, man has taken another important step 

in the history of mankind. 

 


