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Abstract

Children in conflict with the law are a particularly vulnerable group. This vulnerability 

results from their  specific  status as children as well as their  contact with the justice system. 

Generally, children are vulnerable due to their frequent dependence on adults and societal views 

that  children  are  subordinate  to  them.  When children,  who are  already  vulnerable  due  their 

status,  come into contact  with the criminal  justice system, their  rights are at  further risk for 

violation. However, even in these situations, the child is still a fully-fledged bearer of his or her 

rights  and can  claim  protection  and  fulfillment  thereof.  Therefore,  each  state  should  ensure 

adequate protection for children in conflict with the law thus respecting its obligations stipulated 

in international law.

Many  binding  and  non-binding  documents  were  adopted  by  various  bodies  within 

the United Nations (UN). Taken together, these documents form the international legal standards 

and norms on which the international juvenile justice framework is based. This year, the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 (UNCRC), which is considered to be the 

most important document informing the international juvenile justice framework, celebrates its 

30th anniversary.  In  particular,  the four  general  principles  of  the  UNCRC, together  with its 

principles that specifically focus on juvenile justice as enshrined in Article 40 and Article 47, are 

relevant to this theses.

This thesis examines the manner in which international documents deal with children in 

conflict with the law and analyses how these documents go about balancing the child’s interests 

and well-being with the interests of society. The main aim of the thesis is to map the individual 

rights that are provided to children in conflict with the law by UN international law documents. 

The thesis identifies specific rights and their importance from the perspective of international 

law as  well  as  highlighting  the  corresponding  obligations  of  States.  The  specific  principles 

underlying the child justice system, as well as the guarantees of a fair trial, are also considered. 

In the last part of the theses, the focus is on the implementation of international standards in the 

Czech Republic with an emphasis on the deficiencies pointed out by the UN Committee on the 

Rights of the Child and the UN Committee on Human Rights.
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