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Abstract: 
 

The dissertation looks at the perception of architecture and space in art and explores the possible uses of 

artistic and reflective processes in learning situations involving students of art education. It is based on ongoing 

public discussions regarding architecture’s influence on the perception of the environment and the associated 

quality of life of each and every one of us. Thematically, it follows on the author’s cycle of artworks titled 

Subjective Urbanism, which explored the subject using various artistic media.  

The dissertation makes use of a/r/tography, a methodology that offers a way of understanding a subject of 

research from three different perspectives (artist, teacher, researchers), thus enabling complementarily structured 

learning in “interspace.” Metaphorically speaking, the subject of architecture and space is approached as an 

intertwining of these three identities. This also the paper’s triadic structure. 

In the first part, the author introduces the subject at hand through her own works of art, a reflection of which 

formed the starting point for her subsequent inquiries.  

In the second part, she uses several case studies to describe three pedagogical projects aimed at developing 

individual imagination, increasing the sensitivity of perception, and bringing students’ interest into harmony as 

regards the subjects of architecture and spatial forms and their ability to conceptualize visual solutions to the 

tasks associated with these subjects. The qualitative research combines methods from two sources of inspiration: 

Rita Irwin’s a/r/tography and the reflective practice of Donald Schön. 

The third part describes the processes involved in the creation of two exhibitions that made use of the research 

findings of the aforementioned case studies. During the research process, a/r/tography proved to be an innovative 

methodology and a valuable teaching method involving the previously described intertwining of roles. 

The main research findings from the a/r/tographic approach have shown that a/r/tography is a functional 

method of teaching and also a pedagogical approach providing a good grasp of the given subject while bringing 

the student and teacher together in active cooperation. An interpretation of the various research findings will lay 

the foundations for improving instruction in the “mediation of architecture” in study programs for future teachers 

of art education. 

 
 


