
Abstract 

 

Diploma thesis „Nazi ideology in relation to mentally ill people” focuses on starting points 

and ideas of this ideology, which in its consequences led to social exclusion and subsequent 

systematic extermination of people with a certain handicap. Although the thesis is limited in 

time from 1933 – 1945, it also follows development line of selected scientific disciplines, 

which were significantly reflected in the Nazi ideology. Primarily it concerns historical 

science, medical disciplines, genetics, racial hygiene, eugenic origins and other related 

disciplines. The thesis also takes into account the economic situation of that time with its 

many social problems which arose as a result of the new geopolitical arrangement after the 

World War I and the changes in the social world of that period and it also captures the process 

of changes in the social status of mentally ill people in the course of history. Last but not 

least, it describes the practical consequences of these changes, which were “forced 

sterilization” and “euthanasia” of both children and adults. The Nazi ideology is viewed in 

this regard from three perspectives: legal, theoretical with a broader historical context and on 

the practical level in the form of the consequences of the two previous perspectives. 
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