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Evaluation 

Major criteria: The thesis offers in its title a model of war in Yemen explaining the 
role/place of foreign aid in the relations among the actors involved in the conflict. 
At least, that is my understanding what the thesis should deliver. It is a bit 
paradoxical that the Author has chosen a constructivist approach to the topic 
without being aware that she has constructed expectations she was not intending 
to fulfil. The thesis unfortunately lacks clear statement what is the goal of the 
analysis, why we should approach the topic using the particular perspective. The 
Author claims that the research objective is to compare the construction of crisis 
by several actors but without explaining why this should be done, what will the 
criteria of the comparison and how that will contribute to our understanding of 
the conflict. The research question “how do different actors construct the war in 
Yemen and the humanitarian crisis in their discourses and narratives” (p. 19) 
basically repeats the same, again without indicating where the answer should lead 
us. Foreign aid is not even mentioned here. Regarding the methodology, the thesis 
offers on a number of places a description of the constructivist approach and 
argument based on standard choice of relevant literature but without building a 
clear link to the particular analysis of the topic. On the other hand, the Author 
presents a solid description of the nature and detailed development of the 
conflict, motivations of the actors, as well as the ways they communicated theirs 
as well as opponent’s actions that to a large degree explains their behaviour.  

Minor criteria: I appreciate the breadth of the sources used by the Author, 
particularly the social media and visual sources, as well as the fact that Arabic 
language resources are covered. Nevertheless, I miss a section that would describe 
the sources and critically assess these, which is particularly relevant for the social 
media, websites, and visual sources. The choice of the academic literature, on the 
other hand, is relatively modest. The list of references does not follow the 
categories indicated in the labels – the section of Monographs includes articles in 
academic journals as well, under the label of Articles are items from on-line media, 
section Websites does not consistently include the identity of the institution, etc. 
It is extremely difficult then to match the reference in the text and the item on the 
list. 

Overall evaluation: The strength of this thesis lies in the type and scope of the 
sources used for empirical analysis; the weakness lies in the weak research design 
which does not allow to evaluate the contribution of the analysis. 
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