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This paper aims to shed light on the lives of American immigrants living in the Soviet 

Union during the 1930s, while also discussing the role that state propaganda, presented through 

English-language periodicals such as Moscow News, played within the immigrant community. 

This paper provides needed analysis of an under-researched population in the study of 

immigration in the modern era. By focusing on primary sources produced for the consumption of 

the community as a whole, as opposed to individual experiences found in memoirs or letters, this 

paper attempts to create generalizable information regarding the social and political pressures 

facing the Soviet-American immigrant community of the 1930s. 

In the second chapter of this paper, I construct a profile of the immigrant community and 

trace the historical development of the community, from the United States in the early years of 

the Great Depression to their emigration to the Soviet Union. I also work to describe the ways 

that factors such as race, gender, and class affected the experiences of the immigrant community. 

This paper utilizes a conceptual historical approach, particularly in its third chapter, to develop 

an understanding of the way that concepts important in social and political discourse were 

discussed in the home and host countries of the community during the 1930s: the United States 

and the Soviet Union. These concepts include individualism and the concept of the collective, 

rationalization and the planning of national economies, and revolution. The fourth chapter 

discusses the ways in which Moscow News represented Americans living in the Soviet Union 

during the 1930s, with an emphasis on tropes such as the “pioneering” and “enterprising” spirit 

of the American people. It also shows the motivation behind the construction of this narrative, 

which included the need to establish standards of behavior for American immigrants, as well as 

portraying the community as loyal to the State and communist ideology.  


