Abstract

The thesis deals with the general problematic aspects of posting workers within the European
Union in connection with the European Commission’s proposal for a revision of Directive
96/71/EC and analyses the structure of selected discourse in the debate on the given proposal.
Posting, in this thesis, is regarded as a specific manifestation of the phenomenon of
deterritorialization, with an emphasis on posting workers to the Czech Republic. The
phenomenon of deterritorialization is considered here in three basic forms: firstly, as the
deterritorialization of the modern (European) state, secondly as the deterritorialization of its
borders, and thirdly as the deterritorialization of labour. The thesis employs the method of
critical discourse analysis and the discourse-historical approach developed by Ruth Wodak. It
focuses on an analysis of the social, historical and political context of the issue of posting
workers using selected theories dealing with the phenomenon of deterritorialization and posting
workers in the EU. The main part of the thesis is an analysis of the reactions and discourse
strategies of selected Czech stakeholders regarding the proposal for a revision of Directive
96/71/EC, in particular that of selected government representatives. The aim of the thesis is to
demonstrate, using the revision of Directive 96/71/EC as an example, that the sovereignty of
the modern European state is not being restricted, but only transformed, and that the mechanism
of posting workers contributes to the transnational flexibility of labour, which is reflected in
both the mechanism of posting workers and reactions of selected stakeholders to the proposed
revision of Directive 96/71/EC.



