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Nature: A Russellian Approach” 

 

The topic area of Jakub Mihálik’s PhD thesis is the place of the conscious mind in the 

natural world and he defends the broad view of Bertrand Russell, sometimes referred to 

as ‘neutral monism’, while introducing his own original modifications to Russell’s 

position.  

This topic is an unusual one in our context and, as a result, a number of 

important challenges have had to be overcome in the course of working on it. In 

particular, it has been necessary to take the initiative when keeping abreast of a highly 

technical and ever-expanding debate. To this end, Jakub Mihálik has cultivated 

international philosophical contacts and he has followed developments in his subject in 

the English-speaking world, in Germany, Switzerland and in the Nordic countries. He 

has taken advantage of a grant project of the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic, 

which he helped administrate, to travel to conferences at the University of Oslo and the 

University of Hertforshire, where he made presentations. He has also been on study-

visits to Switzerland and the UK.  

The pioneering character of his work in the Czech context has also meant that 

Jakub Mihálik has prolonged the duration of his PhD study, taking seven years to 

complete the project. Jakub has worked intensively over that period, not only 

researching, but also publishing articles, reviews, translations, editing and even 

authoring one monograph.  

Of the different publications he has worked on, I should like to pick out for 

mention just one: the volume that I co-edited with him. This is a collection of essays 

entitled Vědomí bez redukce. Antologie textů ze současné filosofie mysli [Consiousness Without 

Reduction. An Anthology of Texts from Contemporary Philosophy of Mind]. Praha: Smršť, 

2015 (240 pages). Jakub Mihálik made a very extensive contribution to this publication, 

helping to choose the individual contributions with a view to representing all the main 

non-reductive orientations, and helping to obtain copyright for the pieces in question. 

He translated two of the papers into Czech himself, while also communicating with the 

other translators to co-ordinate and standardize the Czech terminology. Above all, he 

made a significant contribution to the co-authored Introduction that seeks to make the 

different texts in the volume accessible to the wider Czech philosophical community. 



Jakub Mihálik has collaborated in the organisation of conferences in the Czech 

Republic, including the 2014 ‘Mind in the Physical World’ at which Galen Strawson, 

Dan Zahavi, and Gerald Vision gave lectures. In addition he has presented papers at a 

number of domestic conferences in the Czech Republic, including the Ernst Mach 

Workshop of 2012. 

Jakub Mihálik co-taught (with myself) a course at the Philosophy Faculty of 

Charles University for Czech undergraduates and students visiting on the Erasmus 

programme. The title of course, which ran in the academic year of 2011-12, was “The 

Character of Consciousness”, and it focused on the work of David Chalmers.  

The result of his taking on these different, but related, projects, in addition to 

studying for his PhD, is that Jakub Mihálik is now not only proficient in his area of 

expertise, but he also has a strong bibliography and ‘hands-on’ experience in the 

practical side of teaching, organising academic events and seeing texts through 

publication. He has therefore gained a solid grounding not only for making further 

specialised contributions in his chosen field, but also for being a good and productive 

colleague in an academic department. 
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