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The theme of this work, i.e. Premonstratensian order privileges, is certainly not 

an extremely attractive topic for wide public. The auditorium, logically, limits itself to 

members of this particular order and those who are anyhow facing related problems. 

However, with regard to its systematic approach, this work may become contributive 

for those, who concentrate on studying privileges as phenomena both in secular, and in 

canonical law. 

The author has himself set rather a difficult goal: not to present an essay on 

Premonstratensian privileges requesting previous studies of privileges both  in secular, 

and, consequently in canonical law, but, just conversely: step-by step, he accompanies 

the reader through this topic, starting from a general level, to individual privileges of 

this order.  

Therefore, the first section starts with characteristics of a privilege, and 

describes its usage in Roman law, which can be considered a joint source for secular 

and general law. 

The second section, however, is fully dedicated to canonical law. The first part 

concentrates on a historical overview of use of privileges, with a special emphasis on 

law of regular communities, from the early beginning up to canonical law codification 



in 1984. The second part analyses the situation with privileges against background of 

current effective regulations.  

The third and closing sections are the fundamental part of the work, describing 

the past and the presence of Premonstratensian privileges. Privileges, granted to the 

order within its history, are contained in a structured list. This list is also used for 

description of the current situation with privileges, and, in addition to it, brings a 

commentary on validity and effects of different privileges with view to the current 

codification of canonical law in effect.   

This work brings a systematic and comprehensive overview of 

Premonstratensian privileges, which is undoubtedly a great contribution, as it 

represents a tool for basic orientation in this field and a basis for further, more detailed 

work that may rise with the aim of better description of the topics in the future.  
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